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Diary Dates 
 

2nd March:  World Book Day 
10th March:  Wheels Day  - Preschool 
10th March:  Otorohanga South School Gala 
22nd March:  Teddy Bears Picnic - Preschool 
14th April:  Good Friday - HOPSCOTCH CLOSED 
17th April:  Easter Monday  - HOPSCOTCH CLOSED  

 
Infants Philosophy 
Hopscotch Early Learning Centre are in the process of creating a Philosophy 

that is special and unique to the Infant Area.  We as staff would love your 

help with words that describe the way you see the CURRENT Infant Area.  

For example we currently have words from parent’s feedback like; LOVE, 

NURTURING, FUN & RESPECTFUL.  There is a whiteboard to 

document this on which is above the Sign In sheet.  We are excited to have 

you all involved in developing this Philosophy. 

 
Slip, Slop, Slap and Wrap  
October to April is when the ultraviolet radiation from the sun’s rays is most 
intense in New Zealand. This is a reminder to you about sun protection for 
your children.  We ask that you bring a named sunhat for your 
child.  Children will not be allowed to play outside during the next few months 
without a protective hat and clothing.  Please ensure your children’s 
shoulders are covered and they do not wear string singlets. Hopscotch will 
provide and apply SPF30+ sunscreen as required.  If your child requires 
alternative sunblock to the one we provide please bring your own named 
bottle.  As we will also be increasing our water play please also ensure a 
change of lighter weight NAMED clothing, appropriate togs and a towel in 
their bag. 

 

Swimming at Preschool 
The children at Preschool have enjoyed the opportunity to visit the 

town pools during February. They have demonstrated increased 

confidence in the water and a good awareness of basic water safety. 

This has only been possible with the help of parent support, so a BIG 

THANK YOU to those that have offered their time. Please see the 

back page of the newsletter . 



 

 

Policies for review 
The following policies are due to be reviewed: Handwashing, 
Internet & Email, Maintenance and Policy Writing. Please take 
the time to read them and provide feedback to any of the 
staff. Thank you. 

 
    
FREE PARENTING WORKSHOP 

   

   Building Awesome Whanau 

              with Pio Terei 

       Thursday 2nd March 

               6.00—7.30pm 

             Tuatara Room 

      Otorohanga Kiwi House 
 

 

 

 

Family Updates 
Early Learning Centre 

We welcome Elspeth, Eruera, Te Aokato.  We farewell Ben, Georgia, 

Harrison and Zara who are moving up to the Preschool.  We also say 

goodbye to Ellicea. 
Preschool 

We welcome Ben, Georgia, Harrison and Zara from the Early 
Learning Centre.  
 
We say goodbye to Nevaeh and Tanna who are off to 
continue their learning journey at school. 
 

Staff Updates 
As a follow on to Gwen's departure, Lauren has been promoted to 

"Second in Charge" at the Preschool.  This role means that in the 

absence of Vanessa, Lauren will become the Person Responsible at the 

Preschool.  She will also be supporting Vanessa in certain aspects of 

her role as Supervisor.   Lauren has all the right qualities for this 

role  and we're very happy for her promotion.  Congratulations Lauren! 

 

 


