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Diary Dates 
 
4th July: Term 2 Ends  
15th July: Crazy Hair Day (PS) 
18th July: Fire Station Visit (PS) 
21st July: Term 3 starts 
21st July: Maori Language Week 
29th July: Crazy Hair Day (ELC) 
 

The Strategic Plan for the Early Learning Centre has been 
reviewed and is posted on the pinboard at 
reception.  Please take a look and let us know if you have 

any ideas. 
 

 
Preschool Planning 

The current centre focus at Preschool is transport.  This has derived 

from all the children’s interests in vehicles of every type—planes, 

boats, cars, diggers, tractors etc.  We are learning that there are many 

forms of different transport and their different uses.  We will be visiting 

the local Fire Station this Friday to align with our current focus.  If you 

have a vehicle to share with the children either at mat-time or outside 

(!), please talk to one of the teachers. 

 
 
Policies for review 
The following policies are due to be reviewed:  Excursions, 
Sleeping Children, Communication, Transition To School 
(PS). Please take the time to read them and provide 
feedback to any of the staff. Thank you. 
 
  

Absences 
When texting or leaving a message on the answerphone, 
please let us know why your child will be absent.  This is a 
Ministry requirement and will assist with our record 
keeping. Thank you. 



 

 

Child Health 
 
 
 
 

Please remember our strict rules for 
keeping your child at home when they’re unwell. 

 
 
 

1. A child suffering from any of the following symptoms will 
be excluded or required to leave the centre as soon as 
possible.   

 
 The illness prevents the child from participating 

comfortably in the centre activities. 
 
 The illness results in a greater care need that we can 

reasonably provide. 
 
 Difficulty breathing. 
 
 Persistent coughing. 
 
 Diarrhoea.  Children should not return to the centre 

until 24 hours after they have had at least one normal 
bowel motion. 

 
 Vomiting.  Children should not return to the centre 

until 24 hours after the absence of symptoms. 
 
 Fever over 38°C.  Centre staff will take a child’s 

temperature twice within a 20 minute period.  If the 
temperature is still above 38°C the child will be 
required to go home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Flu or flu-like symptoms such as headache combined 
with aches and pains and fatigue. 

 
 Rash, with fever or behaviour change, until a doctor 

has determined that the illness is not a communicable 
disease. 

 
 Head lice or thread worm.  Children will be allowed to 

return to the centre on the assurance that they are 
being treated AND have no live lice or worms. 

 
 Other signs of possible severe illness. 

 
2. A child suffering from any of the following symptoms may 

be excluded or required to leave the centre as soon as 
possible: 

 
 A child requiring pain relief (ie Pamol).   
 
 Persistent crying. 
 
 Head colds producing green mucus.  Children with 

colds producing clear mucus will be allowed to remain at 
the centre so long as they do not require a greater level 
of care than is usual for that child. 

 
Ministry of Health exclusion guidelines will be followed 
for any conditions not listed above. 
 

3. We reserve the right to request a medical certificate 
from a health professional before allowing a child to 
return to the centre after an illness. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Early Learning Centre children currently have a big interest in 
bugs.  They’re really enjoying hunting for them.  Take a look at our 
wonderful wall display and let us know what bugs your children are 

finding in the garden at home. 
 

Some fun facts about bugs: 

 

 There may be as many as 3,000 different kinds of insects — more than 

all the other animal and plant species combined.  

 

 Monarch caterpillars shed their skin four times before 

they become a chrysalis, growing over 2700 times their original 

size.  

 

 The average housefly lives for one month.  

 

 There is only one insect that can turn its head — the praying 

mantis.  

 

 A slug has four noses.  

 

 A mosquito flaps its wings 500 times a second. 

 

 Dragonflies can fly up to 50 miles per hour.  

 

 A cockroach can live for up to 3 weeks without its head!  

 

 The common garden worm has five pairs of 

hearts.  

 

 A snail can sleep for 3 years straight!  

 

 

Hopscotch Philosophy 
We have been reviewing our philosophies for both centres for 
some time now and once we have a printable draft we’ll share 
this with you for your comments.  We are thinking about our 
own individual philosophies and the direction that we’d like to 
Hopscotch to take in the future. 
 
 
Māori Language Week 
Every year since 1975 New Zealand has marked Māori Language 

Week. This is a time for all New Zealanders to celebrate te reo Māori 

(the Māori language) and to use more Māori phrases in everyday life.   

In 2014 Māori Language Week is from 21-27 July; the theme is 'Te 

Kupu o te Wiki', 'The Word of the Week’. This is part of the 

underlying theme of Māori Language Week, ‘Arohatia te Reo – 

cherish the language’.    

 

Hopscotch will be celebrating this week and incorporating words and 

phrases into our daily routine for children and parents to learn and use.  

We will also have a phrase on the whiteboard and teachers would like 

to be challenged to use it, and have the support of our families in using 

te Reo Māori . 

 

Hopscotch has also been attending professional development 

workshops with Paula Ormsby through the Maniapoto Māori  Trust.  

This PD includes Maniapoto area history and stories, local marae and 

hapu, marae experience and support for our unique dual heritage. 

 

Try the Māori Language Week quiz online at  www.nzhistory.net.nz/

quiz/maori-language-week-quiz . 
 

 

 



 

 

 
Young children don’t naturally know how to share.  Rather it’s a development 
skill that gradually builds and develops as children get older and experience 
new and different things.  Therefore, it’s up to us, as parents and early 
childhood teachers, to help them learn.  During the  toddler and preschool 
years, there are three main developmental stages children will go through.  
Depending on what stage your child is at, will determine his/her ability to play 
and share with others. 
 
18 months to 3 years 
Sharing is beyond these developmentally young littlies.  Toddlers are only 
beginning to understand the concept of ownership and that something can 
be theirs.  Toddlers begin to develop a sense of identity and possessions 
start to become extremely important to them.  They are so attached to their 
toys, it can feel as if you’re taking away a part of them if you remove one.  
Toddlers are notorious for claiming to own objects that aren’t even theirs.  
We can help them to learn about ownership by talking about what’s theirs 
and what’s not.  The concept of time is also often beyond them, making 
taking turns and sharing difficult for them to grasp.  It takes time and practice 
for toddlers to develop an understanding of time and to accept waiting to 
have a go.  Rather than trying to force toddlers to share, focus on repetition 
and taking turns—”I’ll have a go throwing the ball and then it’s your turn to 
throw the ball”.  When there is a dispute, distraction is useful—especially 
given a toddler’s short attention span.  Often by moving the focus of their 
concentration from one object to another, any dispute is resolved. 
During this stage, toddlers can have limited language abilities and are often 
unable to express exactly what they want.  This may resort to grabbing and 
pulling.  Their tolerance is also limited and they quickly become frustrated so 
an aggressive response can often follow, such as hitting or biting.  The best 
way to deal with this is to redirect them to something else. 
 
3-4 years 
Developing empathy makes sharing easier.  During this stage a child’s ability 
to share increases dramatically as they develop two important skills.  The 
first is empathy, the ability to understand another person’s needs, feelings or 
perspective.  A child may see and understand that another child wants 
something they have and they decide to give them the toy to make them 
happy. 

Please Turn Over .......... 

Fair Play 

 

 

The second is the development of language skills so they can better 
handle frustrations.  They can verbalise what they want.  They also 
begin to better understand the concept of time.  However, this skill is 
still limited and they’ll need help to be patient and take turns.  A timer 
can be a useful strategy because it clearly shows (and sounds) how 
long they have to wait.  Sharing is easier in environments where objects 
don’t belong to them—such as Hopscotch.  To encourage sharing at 
home between siblings, look to provide toys and activities that 
encourage cooperative play, such as dress-ups, building and 
construction toys, games with more than one player, art and craft. 
 
As young children become better at sharing, teach them to work out 
their own deals.  See if they can come up with a plan without you.  It will 
take some practice but with your help they can begin to work towards 
this skill which will be invaluable for years to come. 
 
4-5 years 
Sharing is worthwhile!  Preschoolers love to play together and 
friendship becomes much more important to them at this stage.  They 
come to realise that sharing has its benefits, mostly because it’s more 
fun playing with others than it is to play alone.  Around this age, they 
also come to understand that generosity is important in developing and 
maintaining friendships.  They also understand consequences—if they 
share with their friend now, their friend will share with them later. 
 
Naturally, we want our children to get along with others—to share, to be 
considerate and to be caring around friends—and while we can teach 
them many of these skills, sometimes we should also stand back and 
let other children show them how—children learn best by doing. 
 

(Chantal Gazal- registered psychologist and mum of three) 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
 

Staff Updates 
 Employee of the Month for May was Tara.  Employee of 

the Month for June is Lauren.  Well done ladies for all 
your amazing work. 

 Lauren is doing a Home Centre Practicum at Preschool 
for four weeks from 28th July — 22nd Aug. 


