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Welcome back

Waitangi Day - HOPSCOTCH CLOSED
Wheels Day - Early Learning Centre
Swimming at town pools starts - Preschool
Shared Kai day for Valentines Day - Early
Learning Centre

We hope you all had a safe and happy Christmas break and we welcome aboard all
our new families to both the Early Learning Centre and the Preschool. If you
have any queries or concerns, please remember we are here to help. If you’d like
an appointment, feel free to ask a member of staff.
Please remember our opening hours: Children must not be left before 8am and
must be collected by 5.15pm. Please call us if your child is not going to attend
for any reason, and also let us know if you will be late. You can call on the
centre landlines or text the mobiles—our numbers are on the front of this
newsletter.
Accounts must be paid on a weekly basis unless other arrangements have been
made with Charlotte, Gina or Sonia. You can pay by EFTPOS, cash, cheque or
online banking. Our bank details are on the top of your weekly invoice. Please
use your child’s name as a reference.

NZ Requirements for Children’s Car Seats

Please see below the NZ requirements for child restraints. These have been put in
place to keep your children safe and we’d like to see all our parents comply with this
law. International best practice recommends the use of an appropriate child restraint
(or booster seat) until your child reaches 148 cm tall or is 11 years old. Child restraint
and medical professionals recommend that you keep your baby in a rear-facing
restraint until as old as practicable, at least until they are 2 years of age.
Age of child

The law says you must:

Until their 7th birthday

Correctly secure your child in an approved child restraint

From their 7th to their
8th birthday

Correctly secure your child in an approved child restraint
if one is available in the vehicle (and if not, in any child
restraint or safety belt that is available)

From 8th birthday to 14
years old

Must use safety belts if available. If not available, they
must travel in the back seat.

Over 14 years old

Must use safety belts where they are available.

Policies for review
The following policies are due to be reviewed: Custodial Arrangements,
Financial, First Aid, Philosophy. Please take the time to read them and
provide feedback to any of the staff. Thank you.

Swimming at Preschool

The children at Preschool will have the opportunity to visit the town pools
during February. This will help with increasing confidence in the water and
give them a good awareness of basic water safety. This will only be possible
with the help of parent support, so please see a teacher if you are able to offer
your time.

ELC Planning: All Things Sports

We’ve noticed a big interest in all things sports. This includes different ball sports,
balancing, swimming, fishing, hunting, our new bikes and many more fun things.
We’ve recently purchased some new sports equipment and we’re teaching the
children the skills required for good hand eye coordination. We now have a wide
range of resources (balls, bats, bikes, hoops, cones, balancing beams). Possible
activities in this area will include excursions to the college field, the library and the
netball courts.

Family Updates

Early Learning Centre

We welcome Charmaine, Evan, Harlyn, Holly, Hunter, Kayden-Ray, Liam, Luna, Mia,
Natalia, Nathan, Piper & Zara-Leigh.
We farewell Blake, Herbert & Kakaro who are moving up to the Preschool.

Preschool
We welcome Aliana, Amelia, Ayla, Calais, Jack & Samuel to Preschool.
We also welcome Blake, Herbert & Kakoro from the Early Learning Centre.

Staff Updates

 Please welcome Andrea to our relieving team. Andrea comes to us with 13

years early childhood experience and we’re excited to have her working with
us at the Preschool.
 Also joining our relievers at both centres is Rikaysia and Natasha. Rikaysia
is new to early childhood education. Tash comes from an after school
programme in Pirongia, is a mother of two adult children and a grandmother
 We’re still seeking a qualified teacher to fill Kina’s role at the Early Learning

Centre. Unfortunately with the shortage of teachers this has been a bit of a
challenge but we’ll keep you posted on our progress.

