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Diary Dates 
8th March: Otorohanga South School Gala 
22nd March: Togs Day - Both Centres 
12th April: End of Term One 
19th April: Good Friday - HOPSCOTCH CLOSED 
22nd April: Easter Monday  - HOPSCOTCH CLOSED  
25th April: Anzac Day - HOPSCOTCH CLOSED  
 

Frogs at Preschool 
As preschool teachers, we encourage children to involve themselves as 
active learners through exploration. So when we got gifted a small container 
of tadpoles from a child’s grandparent, we saw a great learning opportunity 
for the children. The children have had a hands on experience with 
watching the life cycle of a tadpole to a frog, they have engaged in artwork, 
discussions, and observations of watching the transformation of a frogs life 
cycle. We still have many tadpoles to observe and will now embark on a 
journey of having frogs in the Centre. We have two frogs already and our 
new focus is finding live food for them. The teachers, children and families 
have had fun together through this learning journey! 
Toddlers Planning - Fun in the sun 
Why are we focussing on this?  The weather is super-hot at the 
moment so there has been an increase in water play and trips to the 
beach/river/lake/pools.  Our children have been sharing many stories 
from home about their summer activities and have enjoyed re-enacting 
these at Hopscotch or sharing these stories at mat time.  We want to 
focus on the learning that comes with water play as well as focus on sun 
and water safety. Possible pathways for us to explore will be: life 
jackets; boats; using different resources in the water trough - exploring 
floating, sinking, pouring, filling, transporting, colours, counting; sun 
safety; colour mixing; ice; water animals; fishing equipment. 

Swimming at Preschool 
The children at Preschool have enjoyed the opportunity to visit the town 
pools during February. They have demonstrated increased confidence in the 
water and a good awareness of basic water safety. This has only been possible 
with the help of parent support, so a BIG THANK YOU to all of the parents 
that offered their time. Please see the back page of the newsletter . 



 

 

Extension on Preschool Planning 
Since informing you of our ‘Summer Fun’ planning we have had 
a spontaneous extension to this learning through a conversation 
that was had at a mat-time. This conversation was between a 
teacher and child about the North Island of New Zealand being 
the island that Maui fished up, and how it was told in this 
legend that the shape of the North Island is like a stingray. 
With our summer fun focus we are currently using a map of 
New Zealand to mark where the children have been on their 
trips, which triggered this extension. 
To support this further learning, we are going to read the Māori 
legend ‘Maui and the giant fish’ and learn more about this story. 
We will also get creative in the art area with different pictures 
of the North Island, stingray shapes and the whare that Maui 
fished up. 
 
Policies for review 
The following policies are due to be reviewed: Hand Washing, 
Internet & Email, Maintenance, Policy Writing & Social Media.  Please 
take the time to read them and provide feedback to any of the staff. 
Thank you. 
 

Family Updates 
Early Learning Centre 
We welcome Halo, Louis, Nixon and Tiara-Lee to the Early Learning Centre. 
 

 

We say goodbye to Mason and Sidney who are relocating from the Otorohanga 
district.  
 

Preschool 
We welcome Ember, Hunter, Isla and Maverick to Preschool. 
 
 

We farewell Taimana who is off to continue his learning 
journey at school 
 

Staff Updates 

 We are sad to lose Mickey as our Office Manager at the Early 
Learning Centre.  This position has been advertised and we’re 
conducting interviews over the next couple of weeks – we’ll 
keep you posted on a replacement.  Mickey hasn’t gone 
completely and we’re happy that she’ll now be relieving for us in 
both centres. 
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